
MTNYC kids
What’s MillionTreesNYC?  

About a year ago, two famous people had the same
idea: to plant a million trees in New York City. (See if you 
can figure out who they are from the photo to the right – 
they’re the two in front. Answer below.)

You’re probably wondering why anyone would want to 
plant a million of anything, let alone trees. Sure, we’ve 
always known that trees give us lots of stuff that we can see, 
touch and use on a daily basis like paper, wood, and in some 
cases maple syrup(!). But recent studies found that trees also give, 
and do, a lot of good things that we can’t see or feel. 

For example, trees:
• Make houses cooler in the summertime, so we don’t need to use the air conditioner as much. They also 

make the city streets cooler overall
• Make our air cleaner by getting rid of pollutants floating around. Cleaner air helps every-

one stay healthier, but for kids and adults with asthma, cleaner air can actually help them 
breathe easier, and suffer from fewer attacks
• Make our water cleaner
• Lower the amount of smog in the city
• Slow down global warming

• Provide new homes for animals and birds

And that’s just some of the great things that trees do.

So, about a year ago, these two people started to make their dream of a million trees a reality, and 
MillionTreesNYC was born. To get to one million, the City’s Parks Department will plant about 600,000 
trees on streets, parks, along highways, and in forests (yup…we have these in NYC!); the other 400,000 
trees – coordinated through the New York Restoration Project – will be planted in private yards, public hous-
ing complexes, schoolyards, college campuses, parking lots and more – all by 2017. 

It’s been one year since MillionTreesNYC started, and so far we’ve planted close to 100,000 trees. If we 
keep planting 100,000 trees each year for the next nine years, then we’ll reach the dream and goal of 
one million new trees in New York City.

Answer: Mayor Bloomberg and Bette Midler

 



What Does “One Million” Look Like?

•  One million sheets of paper stacked on top of each other would rise 375 feet
 tall* – about the size of the 37-story Daily News Building.
•  One million sheets of paper stacked on top of each other would rise 375 feet 
 tall – about the size of a  37-story building.
•  One million people holding hands in a line would stretch 1000 miles, or from 
 New York to Florida.
•  One million ants lined up head to end, assuming that each ant was 3mm long, 
 would stretch 1.86 miles long.

Reference: http://www.rain.org/~mkummel/stumpers/18jan02a.html

Most Common New York City Street Trees
These are the 5 most common trees found growing along New York City’s streets. How many can you find?

Tree #1
The very first tree planted for MillionTreesNYC was a Carolina Silverbell.
The tree was planted by Mayor Bloomberg and Bette Midler, with help from Big Bird!
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Tree Products Scavenger Hunt
While we mostly notice trees in the ground, trees are actually everywhere! We use tree products on
a daily basis, whether it’s the paper you’re now holding for reading and writing or tissues for blowing 
your nose!

Pair up with a friend and see how quickly you can locate all of these items. I bet you didn’t know
they’re all made from trees!

Wood: Tree sap:

c Desks c Eraser

c Bookshelves c Paint

c Floor tiles c Glue

c Clipboard c Tape

c Pencil            

Wood pulp: Cork:

c Notebook c Bulletin board

c Lined paper

c Printer paper

c Construction paper

c Book

c Newspaper

c Poster

c Envelope

c Box

c Paper bag

c Paper towels

c Facial tissues

c A tree product that’s not on this list: _____________________.

c A tree product that’s not on this list: _____________________.

c

Answers: 
(1) Dog waste on tree; (2) Power/telephone lines tangled up in branches; (3) Broken branch 
that could fall and hurt someone; (4) Exhaust from vehicle; (5) Strangling support wires.

Bronx students helping to launch Tree# 1.

Calendar of Events
Fall 2008

Saturday, October 25
It’s My Park! Day: Classic Clean Up
10:00 a.m.
Van Cortlandt Classic Playground, Bronx

Saturday, November 08
MillionTreesNYC Volunteer Planting Day
10:00 am- 2:00 pm 

Brooklyn
Canarsie Park 

Staten Island
Father Macris Park
Idlewild Park
Prall’s Island

Queens
Kissena Corridor West

Bronx
Pelham Parkway

What’s Wrong with
this Picture?
Take a look at this picture. Can you identify at
least three things that aren’t good for this tree?

Outdoor Scavenger Hunt
c Three different types of plants.

c A stick that looks like the letter ‘L.’

c A leaf that has been chewed by an animal. 

c A seed (acorn, nut…).

c A bird nest or a squirrel’s nest (“drey”).

c Shade.

c Two different leaf shapes.

c An animal in a tree.

c The sound of leaves blowing in the breeze.

c Moss, mushrooms, or lichens growing on the 
 side of a tree.

c Something in nature that is red or orange.

c Something that is interesting.

c Something that you would like to remember.



What Kids Can Do:
Making a Difference:
Janine Licare and Kids Saving the Rainforest
Janine Licare was 9 years old and wondered how she could make some spending money, so she
and a friend, Aislin Livingstone, set-up a roadside stand to sell their artwork—painted rocks.  After a 
few days, they decided that their profits should go towards “something much more important.”  They 
asked a local hotel if they could start selling artwork in a corner of their restaurant, and so opened 
the Kids Saving the Rainforest store.  Later, Janine and her friend started the official organization, 
Kids Saving The Rainforest, with the goals of saving the forest and animals in their home of Manuel 
Antonio, Costa Rica.  

 Since 1999, KSTR has purchased several acres of rainforest land; built an animal rehabilitation 
center to care for injured animals; planted over 5,000 trees; runs a kid’s camp every Saturday; oper-
ates an “environmental library” with over 2,000 environmental books; has published three children’s 
books; has erected more than 120 “monkey bridges” so that monkeys and other animals can safely 
cross roads and power lines; and sells artwork by kids and local artisans with 100% of profits going 
to save the rainforest.  KSTR has a website, too, with project ideas for kids, tropical rainforest facts, 
and information about adopting rainforest trees.    

 In Janine’s own words, “With the help of volunteers, friends, classmates, and the community, 
we’ve gone a long way.  I believe that kids can make a real difference. With your help, there’s no limit 
as to how far we can go!  Join us and do your part in saving the world!” 
http://www.kidssavingtherainforest.org/

What You Can Do:
You can do a lot to help New York City reach our goal of one million new trees.

You can:
•  Sign up to plant a tree – there are volunteer days in the fall and spring planting seasons that are 
 open to everyone and absolutely free – just check our events calendar at www.milliontreesnyc.org.  
 And bring a friend too; it’s fun to dig in together!
•  Take a workshop or class to learn more about trees, and how to take care of them.
•  Adopt a tree that you personally take care of – water it, especially during the hot summer months. 
 Trees need 15 – 20 gallons of water each week. 
•  If you have a dog, make sure he/she stays away from trees to do their business – animal waste 
 eventually kills trees.
•  If you see an empty pit on the street that needs a tree, tell us about it on our website
 www.milliontreesnyc.org or call 311
•  Learn more about MillionTreesNYC by going to www.milliontreesnyc.org 

Programs & Resources:
Learn more about trees at your school or suggest planting trees in the schoolyard to your teacher. Below is 
a list of the organizations across New York City who are working with schools to teach kids about trees and 
how to take care of them.

New York Restoration Project
RespecTree — an 8-month curriculum to teach 5th graders in Trees for Public Health neighborhoods about 
the urban forest. Students help to design a campus tree planting plan, which they help bring to life in the 
spring.
Talkin’ Trees — School-wide assembly to engage schools in the MillionTreesNYC initiative and provide
students and their families with action steps on how to get involved.
15 for Trees — 15-minute activities that classes can do to learn about trees.
Every Day is Arbor Day — a how-to workbook for any teacher who is committed to incorporating the
concepts of tree planting and stewardship into their classroom.
www.milliontreesnyc.org

GreenApple Corps
GAC School Program — In class and outdoor hands-on service learning about trees.
www.nyc.gov/parks

Urban Park Rangers
Natural Classroom — Interactive, park (or field)-based program focusing on the importance of trees in ur-
ban areas.
www.nyc.gov/parks

Trees New York
Schools and Trees — Interactive environmental literacy program for grades K-12. Special tree planting
program for schools.
Young/Junior Citizen Pruners — focuses on environmental literacy and New York City’s Urban Forest.
www.treesnyc.com

CityParks Foundation
Seeds to Trees — School-and field-based program for public schools that is aligned with NYC mandated
standards.
www.cityparksfoundation.org

Council on the Environment of New York City
Training Student Organizers — TSO teaches young people how to become environmental stewards.
www.cenyc.org



Color in this Neighborhood with Fall Colors!
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