
How can I use MillionTreesNYC curricula to meet NYC  
Department of Education Science Requirements?

For more information about schoolyard tree planting and 
MillionTreesNYC education programs contact:

New York Restoration Project
254 West 31st Street 10th Floor 

New York, NY  10001
212.333.2552
www.nyrp.org

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation  
830 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY  10021
212.360.1380

www.nycgovparks.org 

For general questions about trees or parks, please call 311.

For more information about 
MillionTreesNYC, please visit  
the program website at: 
www.milliontreesnyc.org.
The MillionTreesNYC website 
provides links to key program 
information, including citywide 
planting strategies, how to get 
involved in the initiative and  
tree-planting and care tips.  

Also, check out the 
MillionTreesNYC educator  
toolkit at www.milliontreesnyc.org/
html/resources/toolkit.shtml.

If you have specific questions 
that are not addressed by the 
MillionTreesNYC website, 
please email us at:  
info@milliontreesnyc.org

How can I get more information about the MillionTreesNYC initiative?

K	-	8	Scope	and	Sequence	Curriculum	Units	Appropriate	for	
MillionTreesNYC	Education	Program	Integration

GRADE UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4

K Y Y
1 Y
2 Y
3 Y Y

4 Y Y Y
5 Y
6 Y Y
7 Y
8 Y

Y
Please	visit	the	web-based	science	scope	and	sequence	document	to	be	linked	to	age-	and	subject-
appropriate	MillionTreesNYC	education	programs.

Please	review	the	enclosed	education	program	chart	to	determine	how	you	can	incorporate	
MillionTreesNYC	into	your	learning	goals.

.

Dear Educator:

MillionTreesNYC is an exciting initiative to plant and care for one million  
new trees across New York City’s five boroughs by 2017. Thanks to the 
participation of New Yorkers from all walks of life, our first year was a huge 
success, and we are well on our way to meeting our one million tree goal.  
As the campaign continues in its second year, we encourage you and our city’s 
public schoolchildren to get involved by participating in a series of programs that  
will not only enrich your curriculum, but also teach your students the value  
of caring for the environment and promote community service.

From hands-on learning exercises to engaging after-school activities, 
MillionTreesNYC offers a wide variety of options to meet almost every school 
or classroom need. All our programs provide students with a better 
understanding of how trees interact with our urban environment; how our  
urban forest provides us with cleaner air, a cooler city and a thriving wildlife;  
and how trees can make a real difference in creating a more sustainable city.

By introducing this groundbreaking initiative into your school, you can help  
make MillionTreesNYC a reality for young New Yorkers and their families —  
and help us build a greener, greater future for our city. Please join us today!

Sincerely,

Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor
City of New York 

Joel I. Klein, Chancellor
NYC Department of Education

Bette Midler, Founder
New York Restoration Project

Adrian Benepe, Commissioner
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation



Initiative Program 
Developer

Brief Description Program Description School Requirements Audience # Sessions Fee Geographic Focus Field Component Current  Capacity To Get Involved

PROGRAMS IN “TREES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH” NEIGHBORHOODS (Public schools located in Hunts Point, BX; Morrisania, BX; East New York, BK; East Harlem, MN; Far Rockaway, QN; or Stapleton, SI)
RespecTree New York 

Restoration 
Project

RespecTree includes on-site 
learning sessions that take 
place in schoolyards, gardens 
and city greenspaces. 
Teamwork, critical thinking, 
conservation and stewardship 
are woven throughout this 
environmental science-based 
tree programming. 

Over an entire school year, students will be led by an NYRP educator and partner community-based educators in a series 
of lessons and individual assignments that will empower them to create a greener schoolyard or playground. Students in 
the participating class or after-school group will survey school grounds for greening opportunities, learn the role of trees 
in natural ecosystems and urban communities, participate in campus tree-planting designs, develop an outreach strategy 
to communicate their tree-planting efforts to the school community and engage the student body in tree-planting and 
stewardship activities.  The program includes a watershed walk to learn how trash and pollution degrade ecosystems, as 
well as a field trip to NYRP’s Swindler Cove Park, where students will participate in tree species identification exercises. 
The program culminates in a schoolyard planting day and celebration, and NYRP will provide lessons for long-term tree 
care and maintenance.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can: (1) plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the 
school ground must be available for conversion 
to greenscapes); (2) provide a teacher or key 
contact who is willing and able to commit time to 
integrating the program into a class or afterschool 
program at the 5th grade level.

5th Grade 8 None Schoolyard tree planting. Watershed walk to learn about 
ecosystems, and a visit to Swindler 
Cove Park. Schoolyard tree planting is 
outdoors.

Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org

Talkin’ Trees New York 
Restoration 
Project and
Children for 
Children

School-wide assembly 
to engage schools in the 
MillionTreesNYC initiative and 
provide students and their 
families with action steps on 
how to get involved. 

Talkin’ Trees provides an opportunity to educate an entire student body about the importance of urban trees and tree 
stewardship without committing to year-round classroom learning. NYRP will conduct a student assembly, including an 
introduction to the MillionTreesNYC initiative, a review of New York City’s ecosystem and the social benefits of the City’s 
urban forest, a tree stewardship review, and action steps for how the school, students, and their families can get involved 
in MillionTreesNYC. NYRP staff will return to the school for a tree planting day, during which students will develop a long-
term stewardship plan.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the school 
ground must be available for conversion to 
greenscapes).

K-12 2 None Schoolyard tree planting. Schoolyard tree planting is outdoors. Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org 

CITYWIDE PROGRAMS
15 for Trees New York 

Restoration 
Project

15-minute downloadable 
lessons for teachers who wish 
to incorporate arbor-related 
education into their classroom.

15 for Trees is a series of downloadable 15-minute lessons for teachers of grades K-8 who cannot devote an entire class 
session to arbor-related education. There are two grade-adjusted lesson tracks; one for grades K-3 and another for grades 
4-8.  The lessons are developed around New York State curricular standards, and each lesson indicates which criteria it will 
meet. 15 for Trees is a quick and easy way to include hands-on, inquiry-based activities that get students thinking about 
trees, the environment, their communities and stewardship. Got 15 minutes? Then you’ve got time to teach a quick lesson 
from the following subjects:  Trees and the Earth, Trees and New York City, Trees and Neighborhoods, or Trees and Me. 

Appropriate for all schools and K-8 grade levels K-8 N/A None N/A None N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

Make Every Day 
an Arbor Day

New York 
Restoration 
Project

How-to workbook that helps 
teachers incorporate arbor-
related education into their 
classroom.

Make Every Day an Arbor Day is a how-to workbook for any teacher who is committed to incorporating the concepts of 
tree planting and stewardship into their classroom. The workbook includes applied teaching concepts for lessons in math, 
environmental science, resource conservation and stewardship, and other arbor-related subjects. In addition, the activity 
guide provides detailed instructions for leading student groups in campus tree planting.

While Make Every Day an Arbor Day can be used 
in any educational setting, schools will ideally be 
involved in planting at least one tree so teachers 
can link the workbook’s lesson plans to on-site 
planting. 

Exercises are tailored for 
elementary and junior 
high school class groups.

N/A None Any schoolyard. Outdoor tree planting is encouraged. N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

GreenApple Corps 
School Programs

GreenApple Corps In class and outdoor hands-on 
service learning about trees.

GreenApple Corps members work with schools to provide environmental education to children in grades K-5 in 
communities that do not have immediate access to parks or natural areas. Topics include: botany, forest ecology, native 
and invasive/exotic vegetation, recycling, composting, trees and ornithology. Students participating in GreenApple 
partnership schools learn through indoor activities and lessons as well as outdoor, hands–on service learning projects.

Appropriate for schools in areas with limited park 
amenities and open space; K-5 grade levels.

Mostly work with grades 
K-5. Can work with high 
schools and volunteer 
groups upon request. 

3 indoor and 3 outdoor sessions. None Focus on schools in  TPH 
neighborhoods, but not exclusively. 
Currently in MN, BX, & BK; possible 
to schedule in SI & QNS. 

Cleaning, aerating, mulching and 
watering street and park trees takes 
place in outdoor sessions.

At least 3 schools in MN, BX, & BK; 
possibly more in near future. 

For more information, please contact 
the GreenApple Corps by calling  
212-360-3318 or by sending an email 
to: GreenApple@parks.nyc.gov.

Natural Classroom Urban Park 
Pangers

Interactive, park (or field)-
based program focusing on 
the importance of trees in 
urban areas. 
 

This series of hands-on programs helps students meet Department of Education performance standards and is available 
through any of New York City’s nature centers, which are staffed by Urban Park Rangers. TreesNYC: Something Big is Taking 
Root brings attention to trees, their importance, and challenges they face. Ten distinct programs are available for students 
in grades K-8 and can be customized to meet educational requirements for other age groups. When you sign up, you will 
receive a colorful, information-packed handbook with classroom activities to use before and after your students’ nature 
center visit. During winter months, Park Rangers can visit your classroom for special lesson plans. 

All programs are subject to a $100.00 materials 
fee; groups can be as large as 30 students and 
must include a group leader and at least one 
additional adult chaperone.  Students should 
come prepared to take a walk and be dressed 
appropriately for the weather. When scheduling a 
program, ask if there are additional guidelines. 

K-8 1 park or field-based program 
in addition to pre and post visit 
activities for the classroom.

$100 
materials 
fee

Urban Areas (park forests, 
ornamental, street trees).

1 park or field-based program; varies 
by  the season.

5 per week (average)/30 kids  
per program

Natural Classroom education 
programs must be scheduled in 
advance; for more information,  
please contact the Urban Park 
Rangers by calling 212-360-2774. 

Schools and Trees Trees New York Interactive environmental 
literacy program for grades 
K-12.  Special tree planting 
program for schools.

As part of the Trees New York (TNY) Schools & Trees Program, a TNY representative will visit your school to assess your tree 
planting site and suggest the species of tree(s) that would work best at your site, and also visit a designated classroom 
to talk about the beneficial role trees play in our urban and natural environment.  This program provides planting site 
preparation, soil amendments and mulch, and an explanation of proper tree care. TNY will provide planting tools and 
supervise the planting event, provide grade-appropriate educational materials for your students, and will be available to 
answer any questions about trees and tree maintenance.

Appropriate for schools with campus grounds 
available for tree planting.

K-12 Sessions vary depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree planting is outdoors. N/A For more information, please contact 
Trees New York by calling 
212-227-1887 or by sending an email 
to: info@treesny.org.

Seeds to Trees City Parks 
Foundation

School-and field-based 
program for public schools 
that is aligned with NYC 
mandated standards.

Seeds to Trees incorporates sequential in-class sessions, field experiences led by experienced educators, as well as training 
and on-site support for teachers to teach dynamic science lessons--introducing them to the resources available in parks.  
Lessons are aligned with the Department of Education’s scope and sequence.  This innovative science curricula introduces 
the concepts of urban ecology, trees, forest ecosystems, stewardship and preservation.  Seeds to Trees includes a full day 
teacher workshop, in-classroom visits, field experience (s), transportation to forests and other natural areas, educational 
materials, and technical assistance throughout the school year. 

Serves Title I schools;  appropriate for all  
school settings.

1 - 4 and 6-7 Elementary:  5; Middle:  9; One 
teacher workshop per cohort.

Negotiable 
materials 
fee.

Priority is given to low-income, 
under-resourced neighborhoods, 
including TPH neighborhoods, 
but not exclusively.

Elementary school field experience 
includes planting seedlings, forest 
exploration, and other activities.   
Middle school incorporates 3-4 
field experiences that include 
dendrochronology and tree care 
instruction. 

75-80 classes To request an application or inquire 
about the program, please contact 
City Parks Foundation at  
(212) 360-2745. Space is limited.  
Applicants are accepted on a  
first-come, first-serve basis.

Training Student 
Organizers

Council on the 
Environment of 
New York City

Teaches young people how 
to become environmental 
stewards. 

Training Students Organizers (TSO) teaches young people how to become environmental stewards. Lessons include 
restoration of natural areas, preservation of wildlife habitats, improvements to neighborhood environment etc.

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes in each school  
for one classroom period per week over the  
course of either a semester or year.

High school and junior 
high school students

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes 
in each school for one period 
per week for a semester, half 
semester, or year.

Some 
material 
fees apply. 

When possible, focus on 
underserved/environmentally-
burdened communities.

Numerous; include restoration 
of natural areas, preservation of 
wildlife habitats, improvements to 
neighborhood environment.

Approximately 1300 students  
across 10 schools.

For more information, please contact 
the Council on the Environment by 
calling 212-788-7900.

Young/Junior  
Citizen Pruners

Trees New York Modeled after Trees New 
York’s Citizen Pruner program, 
this program focuses on 
environmental literacy and 
New York City’s Urban Forest. 

The Young Citizen Pruner Program (YCP) encourages urban youth to adopt leadership roles to protect, enhance 
and advocate for their neighborhood’s environmental resources. The program familiarizes students with the urban 
environment while advancing their reading, language and investigative skills. Students examine relevant social and 
environmental issues and are encouraged to use critical thinking and problem solving skills to make responsible decisions. 
Students are introduced to urban forestry issues such as invasive pests, the urban heat island effect, global warming, 
green careers and environmental advocacy. Middle and high school students can obtain Young Citizen Pruner Certification 
issued jointly by Trees New York and the NYC Department of Parks.

Varied: in-school and after-school/summer 
training programs at settlement houses and other 
establishments. 

6-8 and 9-12 4-6 sessions depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree identification and pruning 
techniques are taught outdoors.

Call for information to reserve  
a program.

For more information, please contact  
Trees New York by calling  
212-227-1887 or by sending an  
email to: info@treesny.org.

Schoolyard Tree Planting and Education Programs
On Earth Day 2007, New York City Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg announced the details of PlaNYC 2030 
– a long-term sustainability plan to directly address 
New York City’s growing population and aging 
infrastructure.  During his address, the Mayor described 
urban greening and environmental stewardship as 
centerpieces of his sustainability vision.  Recognizing 
the many benefits trees provide New York City 
residents, neighborhoods and the urban environment, 
PlaNYC established the ambitious goal of planting one 
million new trees throughout the City’s five boroughs 
by 2017.  As a result of this groundbreaking initiative 
– MillionTreesNYC – New York City will expand its 
urban forest by an astounding 20 percent, realizing the 
many environmental, health and economic benefits that 
come with planting trees.

A public-private partnership led by the New York 
City Department of Parks & Recreation and New 
York Restoration Project (NYRP), MillionTreesNYC 
engages community, non-profit, government and 
corporate partners throughout the City to achieve  
the initiative’s tree planting, stewardship and  
education  goals.  

Mayor Bloomberg and NYRP Founder Bette Midler 
officially launched MillionTreesNYC on October 9, 
2007, and it has since successfully planted more than 
170,000 trees citywide.  Through the MillionTreesNYC 
effort, the Parks Department will plant trees along 
city streets, in public parklands and on public rights 
of way; and NYRP and its non-profit and community-
based partner organizations will plant on other 
publicly-accessible land throughout the City, including 
schoolyards, playgrounds and public housing campuses.  

New York City’s public schools will be a central focus 
of MillionTreesNYC, and this brochure shows you how 
to take advantage of its many planting and educational 
program opportunities.  Working in collaboration with 
NYRP’s education and horticulture teams, schools have 
the opportunity to plant trees on their campuses and to 
integrate key environmental learning opportunities into 
their curriculum, including observation-based scientific 
inquiry; natural resource conservation; the benefits 
of the urban forest; and the role of water, energy and 
seasons in natural systems. 

Through MillionTreesNYC, New York City’s public 
schoolyards and playgrounds will be transformed 
into greenscapes – contributing to the City’s larger 
sustainability effort. In addition, educators will be 
provided with unique and engaging programming 
aimed at instilling students with a greater sense of 
respect for our city’s urban forest.

What youth education programs does MillionTreesNYC offer?

     Did you know that  
     New York City trees:	

•	 Slow	global	warming
•	 Remove	pollutants	from	our	air
•	 Improve	the	quality	of	our	water
•	 Lower	summer	air	temperatures
•	 Encourage	more	active,	healthy	living
•	 Reduce	storm	water	runoff,		flooding	and	erosion
•	 Beautify	our	city’s	streets,	parks	&	neighborhoods
•	 Reduce	energy	costs	
•	 Increase	property	values
•	 Attract	customers	to	business	districts



How can I use MillionTreesNYC curricula to meet NYC  
Department of Education Science Requirements?

For more information about schoolyard tree planting and 
MillionTreesNYC education programs contact:

New York Restoration Project
254 West 31st Street 10th Floor 

New York, NY  10001
212.333.2552
www.nyrp.org

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation  
830 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY  10021
212.360.1380

www.nycgovparks.org 

For general questions about trees or parks, please call 311.

For more information about 
MillionTreesNYC, please visit  
the program website at: 
www.milliontreesnyc.org.
The MillionTreesNYC website 
provides links to key program 
information, including citywide 
planting strategies, how to get 
involved in the initiative and  
tree-planting and care tips.  

Also, check out the 
MillionTreesNYC educator  
toolkit at www.milliontreesnyc.org/
html/resources/toolkit.shtml.

If you have specific questions 
that are not addressed by the 
MillionTreesNYC website, 
please email us at:  
info@milliontreesnyc.org

How can I get more information about the MillionTreesNYC initiative?

K	-	8	Scope	and	Sequence	Curriculum	Units	Appropriate	for	
MillionTreesNYC	Education	Program	Integration

GRADE UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4

K Y Y
1 Y
2 Y
3 Y Y

4 Y Y Y
5 Y
6 Y Y
7 Y
8 Y

Y
Please	visit	the	web-based	science	scope	and	sequence	document	to	be	linked	to	age-	and	subject-
appropriate	MillionTreesNYC	education	programs.

Please	review	the	enclosed	education	program	chart	to	determine	how	you	can	incorporate	
MillionTreesNYC	into	your	learning	goals.

.

Dear Educator:

MillionTreesNYC is an exciting initiative to plant and care for one million  
new trees across New York City’s five boroughs by 2017. Thanks to the 
participation of New Yorkers from all walks of life, our first year was a huge 
success, and we are well on our way to meeting our one million tree goal.  
As the campaign continues in its second year, we encourage you and our city’s 
public schoolchildren to get involved by participating in a series of programs that  
will not only enrich your curriculum, but also teach your students the value  
of caring for the environment and promote community service.

From hands-on learning exercises to engaging after-school activities, 
MillionTreesNYC offers a wide variety of options to meet almost every school 
or classroom need. All our programs provide students with a better 
understanding of how trees interact with our urban environment; how our  
urban forest provides us with cleaner air, a cooler city and a thriving wildlife;  
and how trees can make a real difference in creating a more sustainable city.

By introducing this groundbreaking initiative into your school, you can help  
make MillionTreesNYC a reality for young New Yorkers and their families —  
and help us build a greener, greater future for our city. Please join us today!

Sincerely,

Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor
City of New York 

Joel I. Klein, Chancellor
NYC Department of Education

Bette Midler, Founder
New York Restoration Project

Adrian Benepe, Commissioner
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation



Initiative Program 
Developer

Brief Description Program Description School Requirements Audience # Sessions Fee Geographic Focus Field Component Current  Capacity To Get Involved

PROGRAMS IN “TREES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH” NEIGHBORHOODS (Public schools located in Hunts Point, BX; Morrisania, BX; East New York, BK; East Harlem, MN; Far Rockaway, QN; or Stapleton, SI)
RespecTree New York 

Restoration 
Project

RespecTree includes on-site 
learning sessions that take 
place in schoolyards, gardens 
and city greenspaces. 
Teamwork, critical thinking, 
conservation and stewardship 
are woven throughout this 
environmental science-based 
tree programming. 

Over an entire school year, students will be led by an NYRP educator and partner community-based educators in a series 
of lessons and individual assignments that will empower them to create a greener schoolyard or playground. Students in 
the participating class or after-school group will survey school grounds for greening opportunities, learn the role of trees 
in natural ecosystems and urban communities, participate in campus tree-planting designs, develop an outreach strategy 
to communicate their tree-planting efforts to the school community and engage the student body in tree-planting and 
stewardship activities.  The program includes a watershed walk to learn how trash and pollution degrade ecosystems, as 
well as a field trip to NYRP’s Swindler Cove Park, where students will participate in tree species identification exercises. 
The program culminates in a schoolyard planting day and celebration, and NYRP will provide lessons for long-term tree 
care and maintenance.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can: (1) plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the 
school ground must be available for conversion 
to greenscapes); (2) provide a teacher or key 
contact who is willing and able to commit time to 
integrating the program into a class or afterschool 
program at the 5th grade level.

5th Grade 8 None Schoolyard tree planting. Watershed walk to learn about 
ecosystems, and a visit to Swindler 
Cove Park. Schoolyard tree planting is 
outdoors.

Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org

Talkin’ Trees New York 
Restoration 
Project and
Children for 
Children

School-wide assembly 
to engage schools in the 
MillionTreesNYC initiative and 
provide students and their 
families with action steps on 
how to get involved. 

Talkin’ Trees provides an opportunity to educate an entire student body about the importance of urban trees and tree 
stewardship without committing to year-round classroom learning. NYRP will conduct a student assembly, including an 
introduction to the MillionTreesNYC initiative, a review of New York City’s ecosystem and the social benefits of the City’s 
urban forest, a tree stewardship review, and action steps for how the school, students, and their families can get involved 
in MillionTreesNYC. NYRP staff will return to the school for a tree planting day, during which students will develop a long-
term stewardship plan.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the school 
ground must be available for conversion to 
greenscapes).

K-12 2 None Schoolyard tree planting. Schoolyard tree planting is outdoors. Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org 

CITYWIDE PROGRAMS
15 for Trees New York 

Restoration 
Project

15-minute downloadable 
lessons for teachers who wish 
to incorporate arbor-related 
education into their classroom.

15 for Trees is a series of downloadable 15-minute lessons for teachers of grades K-8 who cannot devote an entire class 
session to arbor-related education. There are two grade-adjusted lesson tracks; one for grades K-3 and another for grades 
4-8.  The lessons are developed around New York State curricular standards, and each lesson indicates which criteria it will 
meet. 15 for Trees is a quick and easy way to include hands-on, inquiry-based activities that get students thinking about 
trees, the environment, their communities and stewardship. Got 15 minutes? Then you’ve got time to teach a quick lesson 
from the following subjects:  Trees and the Earth, Trees and New York City, Trees and Neighborhoods, or Trees and Me. 

Appropriate for all schools and K-8 grade levels K-8 N/A None N/A None N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

Make Every Day 
an Arbor Day

New York 
Restoration 
Project

How-to workbook that helps 
teachers incorporate arbor-
related education into their 
classroom.

Make Every Day an Arbor Day is a how-to workbook for any teacher who is committed to incorporating the concepts of 
tree planting and stewardship into their classroom. The workbook includes applied teaching concepts for lessons in math, 
environmental science, resource conservation and stewardship, and other arbor-related subjects. In addition, the activity 
guide provides detailed instructions for leading student groups in campus tree planting.

While Make Every Day an Arbor Day can be used 
in any educational setting, schools will ideally be 
involved in planting at least one tree so teachers 
can link the workbook’s lesson plans to on-site 
planting. 

Exercises are tailored for 
elementary and junior 
high school class groups.

N/A None Any schoolyard. Outdoor tree planting is encouraged. N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

GreenApple Corps 
School Programs

GreenApple Corps In class and outdoor hands-on 
service learning about trees.

GreenApple Corps members work with schools to provide environmental education to children in grades K-5 in 
communities that do not have immediate access to parks or natural areas. Topics include: botany, forest ecology, native 
and invasive/exotic vegetation, recycling, composting, trees and ornithology. Students participating in GreenApple 
partnership schools learn through indoor activities and lessons as well as outdoor, hands–on service learning projects.

Appropriate for schools in areas with limited park 
amenities and open space; K-5 grade levels.

Mostly work with grades 
K-5. Can work with high 
schools and volunteer 
groups upon request. 

3 indoor and 3 outdoor sessions. None Focus on schools in  TPH 
neighborhoods, but not exclusively. 
Currently in MN, BX, & BK; possible 
to schedule in SI & QNS. 

Cleaning, aerating, mulching and 
watering street and park trees takes 
place in outdoor sessions.

At least 3 schools in MN, BX, & BK; 
possibly more in near future. 

For more information, please contact 
the GreenApple Corps by calling  
212-360-3318 or by sending an email 
to: GreenApple@parks.nyc.gov.

Natural Classroom Urban Park 
Pangers

Interactive, park (or field)-
based program focusing on 
the importance of trees in 
urban areas. 
 

This series of hands-on programs helps students meet Department of Education performance standards and is available 
through any of New York City’s nature centers, which are staffed by Urban Park Rangers. TreesNYC: Something Big is Taking 
Root brings attention to trees, their importance, and challenges they face. Ten distinct programs are available for students 
in grades K-8 and can be customized to meet educational requirements for other age groups. When you sign up, you will 
receive a colorful, information-packed handbook with classroom activities to use before and after your students’ nature 
center visit. During winter months, Park Rangers can visit your classroom for special lesson plans. 

All programs are subject to a $100.00 materials 
fee; groups can be as large as 30 students and 
must include a group leader and at least one 
additional adult chaperone.  Students should 
come prepared to take a walk and be dressed 
appropriately for the weather. When scheduling a 
program, ask if there are additional guidelines. 

K-8 1 park or field-based program 
in addition to pre and post visit 
activities for the classroom.

$100 
materials 
fee

Urban Areas (park forests, 
ornamental, street trees).

1 park or field-based program; varies 
by  the season.

5 per week (average)/30 kids  
per program

Natural Classroom education 
programs must be scheduled in 
advance; for more information,  
please contact the Urban Park 
Rangers by calling 212-360-2774. 

Schools and Trees Trees New York Interactive environmental 
literacy program for grades 
K-12.  Special tree planting 
program for schools.

As part of the Trees New York (TNY) Schools & Trees Program, a TNY representative will visit your school to assess your tree 
planting site and suggest the species of tree(s) that would work best at your site, and also visit a designated classroom 
to talk about the beneficial role trees play in our urban and natural environment.  This program provides planting site 
preparation, soil amendments and mulch, and an explanation of proper tree care. TNY will provide planting tools and 
supervise the planting event, provide grade-appropriate educational materials for your students, and will be available to 
answer any questions about trees and tree maintenance.

Appropriate for schools with campus grounds 
available for tree planting.

K-12 Sessions vary depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree planting is outdoors. N/A For more information, please contact 
Trees New York by calling 
212-227-1887 or by sending an email 
to: info@treesny.org.

Seeds to Trees City Parks 
Foundation

School-and field-based 
program for public schools 
that is aligned with NYC 
mandated standards.

Seeds to Trees incorporates sequential in-class sessions, field experiences led by experienced educators, as well as training 
and on-site support for teachers to teach dynamic science lessons--introducing them to the resources available in parks.  
Lessons are aligned with the Department of Education’s scope and sequence.  This innovative science curricula introduces 
the concepts of urban ecology, trees, forest ecosystems, stewardship and preservation.  Seeds to Trees includes a full day 
teacher workshop, in-classroom visits, field experience (s), transportation to forests and other natural areas, educational 
materials, and technical assistance throughout the school year. 

Serves Title I schools;  appropriate for all  
school settings.

1 - 4 and 6-7 Elementary:  5; Middle:  9; One 
teacher workshop per cohort.

Negotiable 
materials 
fee.

Priority is given to low-income, 
under-resourced neighborhoods, 
including TPH neighborhoods, 
but not exclusively.

Elementary school field experience 
includes planting seedlings, forest 
exploration, and other activities.   
Middle school incorporates 3-4 
field experiences that include 
dendrochronology and tree care 
instruction. 

75-80 classes To request an application or inquire 
about the program, please contact 
City Parks Foundation at  
(212) 360-2745. Space is limited.  
Applicants are accepted on a  
first-come, first-serve basis.

Training Student 
Organizers

Council on the 
Environment of 
New York City

Teaches young people how 
to become environmental 
stewards. 

Training Students Organizers (TSO) teaches young people how to become environmental stewards. Lessons include 
restoration of natural areas, preservation of wildlife habitats, improvements to neighborhood environment etc.

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes in each school  
for one classroom period per week over the  
course of either a semester or year.

High school and junior 
high school students

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes 
in each school for one period 
per week for a semester, half 
semester, or year.

Some 
material 
fees apply. 

When possible, focus on 
underserved/environmentally-
burdened communities.

Numerous; include restoration 
of natural areas, preservation of 
wildlife habitats, improvements to 
neighborhood environment.

Approximately 1300 students  
across 10 schools.

For more information, please contact 
the Council on the Environment by 
calling 212-788-7900.

Young/Junior  
Citizen Pruners

Trees New York Modeled after Trees New 
York’s Citizen Pruner program, 
this program focuses on 
environmental literacy and 
New York City’s Urban Forest. 

The Young Citizen Pruner Program (YCP) encourages urban youth to adopt leadership roles to protect, enhance 
and advocate for their neighborhood’s environmental resources. The program familiarizes students with the urban 
environment while advancing their reading, language and investigative skills. Students examine relevant social and 
environmental issues and are encouraged to use critical thinking and problem solving skills to make responsible decisions. 
Students are introduced to urban forestry issues such as invasive pests, the urban heat island effect, global warming, 
green careers and environmental advocacy. Middle and high school students can obtain Young Citizen Pruner Certification 
issued jointly by Trees New York and the NYC Department of Parks.

Varied: in-school and after-school/summer 
training programs at settlement houses and other 
establishments. 

6-8 and 9-12 4-6 sessions depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree identification and pruning 
techniques are taught outdoors.

Call for information to reserve  
a program.

For more information, please contact  
Trees New York by calling  
212-227-1887 or by sending an  
email to: info@treesny.org.

Schoolyard Tree Planting and Education Programs
On Earth Day 2007, New York City Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg announced the details of PlaNYC 2030 
– a long-term sustainability plan to directly address 
New York City’s growing population and aging 
infrastructure.  During his address, the Mayor described 
urban greening and environmental stewardship as 
centerpieces of his sustainability vision.  Recognizing 
the many benefits trees provide New York City 
residents, neighborhoods and the urban environment, 
PlaNYC established the ambitious goal of planting one 
million new trees throughout the City’s five boroughs 
by 2017.  As a result of this groundbreaking initiative 
– MillionTreesNYC – New York City will expand its 
urban forest by an astounding 20 percent, realizing the 
many environmental, health and economic benefits that 
come with planting trees.

A public-private partnership led by the New York 
City Department of Parks & Recreation and New 
York Restoration Project (NYRP), MillionTreesNYC 
engages community, non-profit, government and 
corporate partners throughout the City to achieve  
the initiative’s tree planting, stewardship and  
education  goals.  

Mayor Bloomberg and NYRP Founder Bette Midler 
officially launched MillionTreesNYC on October 9, 
2007, and it has since successfully planted more than 
170,000 trees citywide.  Through the MillionTreesNYC 
effort, the Parks Department will plant trees along 
city streets, in public parklands and on public rights 
of way; and NYRP and its non-profit and community-
based partner organizations will plant on other 
publicly-accessible land throughout the City, including 
schoolyards, playgrounds and public housing campuses.  

New York City’s public schools will be a central focus 
of MillionTreesNYC, and this brochure shows you how 
to take advantage of its many planting and educational 
program opportunities.  Working in collaboration with 
NYRP’s education and horticulture teams, schools have 
the opportunity to plant trees on their campuses and to 
integrate key environmental learning opportunities into 
their curriculum, including observation-based scientific 
inquiry; natural resource conservation; the benefits 
of the urban forest; and the role of water, energy and 
seasons in natural systems. 

Through MillionTreesNYC, New York City’s public 
schoolyards and playgrounds will be transformed 
into greenscapes – contributing to the City’s larger 
sustainability effort. In addition, educators will be 
provided with unique and engaging programming 
aimed at instilling students with a greater sense of 
respect for our city’s urban forest.

What youth education programs does MillionTreesNYC offer?

     Did you know that  
     New York City trees:	

•	 Slow	global	warming
•	 Remove	pollutants	from	our	air
•	 Improve	the	quality	of	our	water
•	 Lower	summer	air	temperatures
•	 Encourage	more	active,	healthy	living
•	 Reduce	storm	water	runoff,		flooding	and	erosion
•	 Beautify	our	city’s	streets,	parks	&	neighborhoods
•	 Reduce	energy	costs	
•	 Increase	property	values
•	 Attract	customers	to	business	districts



Initiative Program 
Developer

Brief Description Program Description School Requirements Audience # Sessions Fee Geographic Focus Field Component Current  Capacity To Get Involved

PROGRAMS IN “TREES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH” NEIGHBORHOODS (Public schools located in Hunts Point, BX; Morrisania, BX; East New York, BK; East Harlem, MN; Far Rockaway, QN; or Stapleton, SI)
RespecTree New York 

Restoration 
Project

RespecTree includes on-site 
learning sessions that take 
place in schoolyards, gardens 
and city greenspaces. 
Teamwork, critical thinking, 
conservation and stewardship 
are woven throughout this 
environmental science-based 
tree programming. 

Over an entire school year, students will be led by an NYRP educator and partner community-based educators in a series 
of lessons and individual assignments that will empower them to create a greener schoolyard or playground. Students in 
the participating class or after-school group will survey school grounds for greening opportunities, learn the role of trees 
in natural ecosystems and urban communities, participate in campus tree-planting designs, develop an outreach strategy 
to communicate their tree-planting efforts to the school community and engage the student body in tree-planting and 
stewardship activities.  The program includes a watershed walk to learn how trash and pollution degrade ecosystems, as 
well as a field trip to NYRP’s Swindler Cove Park, where students will participate in tree species identification exercises. 
The program culminates in a schoolyard planting day and celebration, and NYRP will provide lessons for long-term tree 
care and maintenance.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can: (1) plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the 
school ground must be available for conversion 
to greenscapes); (2) provide a teacher or key 
contact who is willing and able to commit time to 
integrating the program into a class or afterschool 
program at the 5th grade level.

5th Grade 8 None Schoolyard tree planting. Watershed walk to learn about 
ecosystems, and a visit to Swindler 
Cove Park. Schoolyard tree planting is 
outdoors.

Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org

Talkin’ Trees New York 
Restoration 
Project and
Children for 
Children

School-wide assembly 
to engage schools in the 
MillionTreesNYC initiative and 
provide students and their 
families with action steps on 
how to get involved. 

Talkin’ Trees provides an opportunity to educate an entire student body about the importance of urban trees and tree 
stewardship without committing to year-round classroom learning. NYRP will conduct a student assembly, including an 
introduction to the MillionTreesNYC initiative, a review of New York City’s ecosystem and the social benefits of the City’s 
urban forest, a tree stewardship review, and action steps for how the school, students, and their families can get involved 
in MillionTreesNYC. NYRP staff will return to the school for a tree planting day, during which students will develop a long-
term stewardship plan.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the school 
ground must be available for conversion to 
greenscapes).

K-12 2 None Schoolyard tree planting. Schoolyard tree planting is outdoors. Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org 

CITYWIDE PROGRAMS
15 for Trees New York 

Restoration 
Project

15-minute downloadable 
lessons for teachers who wish 
to incorporate arbor-related 
education into their classroom.

15 for Trees is a series of downloadable 15-minute lessons for teachers of grades K-8 who cannot devote an entire class 
session to arbor-related education. There are two grade-adjusted lesson tracks; one for grades K-3 and another for grades 
4-8.  The lessons are developed around New York State curricular standards, and each lesson indicates which criteria it will 
meet. 15 for Trees is a quick and easy way to include hands-on, inquiry-based activities that get students thinking about 
trees, the environment, their communities and stewardship. Got 15 minutes? Then you’ve got time to teach a quick lesson 
from the following subjects:  Trees and the Earth, Trees and New York City, Trees and Neighborhoods, or Trees and Me. 

Appropriate for all schools and K-8 grade levels K-8 N/A None N/A None N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

Make Every Day 
an Arbor Day

New York 
Restoration 
Project

How-to workbook that helps 
teachers incorporate arbor-
related education into their 
classroom.

Make Every Day an Arbor Day is a how-to workbook for any teacher who is committed to incorporating the concepts of 
tree planting and stewardship into their classroom. The workbook includes applied teaching concepts for lessons in math, 
environmental science, resource conservation and stewardship, and other arbor-related subjects. In addition, the activity 
guide provides detailed instructions for leading student groups in campus tree planting.

While Make Every Day an Arbor Day can be used 
in any educational setting, schools will ideally be 
involved in planting at least one tree so teachers 
can link the workbook’s lesson plans to on-site 
planting. 

Exercises are tailored for 
elementary and junior 
high school class groups.

N/A None Any schoolyard. Outdoor tree planting is encouraged. N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

GreenApple Corps 
School Programs

GreenApple Corps In class and outdoor hands-on 
service learning about trees.

GreenApple Corps members work with schools to provide environmental education to children in grades K-5 in 
communities that do not have immediate access to parks or natural areas. Topics include: botany, forest ecology, native 
and invasive/exotic vegetation, recycling, composting, trees and ornithology. Students participating in GreenApple 
partnership schools learn through indoor activities and lessons as well as outdoor, hands–on service learning projects.

Appropriate for schools in areas with limited park 
amenities and open space; K-5 grade levels.

Mostly work with grades 
K-5. Can work with high 
schools and volunteer 
groups upon request. 

3 indoor and 3 outdoor sessions. None Focus on schools in  TPH 
neighborhoods, but not exclusively. 
Currently in MN, BX, & BK; possible 
to schedule in SI & QNS. 

Cleaning, aerating, mulching and 
watering street and park trees takes 
place in outdoor sessions.

At least 3 schools in MN, BX, & BK; 
possibly more in near future. 

For more information, please contact 
the GreenApple Corps by calling  
212-360-3318 or by sending an email 
to: GreenApple@parks.nyc.gov.

Natural Classroom Urban Park 
Pangers

Interactive, park (or field)-
based program focusing on 
the importance of trees in 
urban areas. 
 

This series of hands-on programs helps students meet Department of Education performance standards and is available 
through any of New York City’s nature centers, which are staffed by Urban Park Rangers. TreesNYC: Something Big is Taking 
Root brings attention to trees, their importance, and challenges they face. Ten distinct programs are available for students 
in grades K-8 and can be customized to meet educational requirements for other age groups. When you sign up, you will 
receive a colorful, information-packed handbook with classroom activities to use before and after your students’ nature 
center visit. During winter months, Park Rangers can visit your classroom for special lesson plans. 

All programs are subject to a $100.00 materials 
fee; groups can be as large as 30 students and 
must include a group leader and at least one 
additional adult chaperone.  Students should 
come prepared to take a walk and be dressed 
appropriately for the weather. When scheduling a 
program, ask if there are additional guidelines. 

K-8 1 park or field-based program 
in addition to pre and post visit 
activities for the classroom.

$100 
materials 
fee

Urban Areas (park forests, 
ornamental, street trees).

1 park or field-based program; varies 
by  the season.

5 per week (average)/30 kids  
per program

Natural Classroom education 
programs must be scheduled in 
advance; for more information,  
please contact the Urban Park 
Rangers by calling 212-360-2774. 

Schools and Trees Trees New York Interactive environmental 
literacy program for grades 
K-12.  Special tree planting 
program for schools.

As part of the Trees New York (TNY) Schools & Trees Program, a TNY representative will visit your school to assess your tree 
planting site and suggest the species of tree(s) that would work best at your site, and also visit a designated classroom 
to talk about the beneficial role trees play in our urban and natural environment.  This program provides planting site 
preparation, soil amendments and mulch, and an explanation of proper tree care. TNY will provide planting tools and 
supervise the planting event, provide grade-appropriate educational materials for your students, and will be available to 
answer any questions about trees and tree maintenance.

Appropriate for schools with campus grounds 
available for tree planting.

K-12 Sessions vary depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree planting is outdoors. N/A For more information, please contact 
Trees New York by calling 
212-227-1887 or by sending an email 
to: info@treesny.org.

Seeds to Trees City Parks 
Foundation

School-and field-based 
program for public schools 
that is aligned with NYC 
mandated standards.

Seeds to Trees incorporates sequential in-class sessions, field experiences led by experienced educators, as well as training 
and on-site support for teachers to teach dynamic science lessons--introducing them to the resources available in parks.  
Lessons are aligned with the Department of Education’s scope and sequence.  This innovative science curricula introduces 
the concepts of urban ecology, trees, forest ecosystems, stewardship and preservation.  Seeds to Trees includes a full day 
teacher workshop, in-classroom visits, field experience (s), transportation to forests and other natural areas, educational 
materials, and technical assistance throughout the school year. 

Serves Title I schools;  appropriate for all  
school settings.

1 - 4 and 6-7 Elementary:  5; Middle:  9; One 
teacher workshop per cohort.

Negotiable 
materials 
fee.

Priority is given to low-income, 
under-resourced neighborhoods, 
including TPH neighborhoods, 
but not exclusively.

Elementary school field experience 
includes planting seedlings, forest 
exploration, and other activities.   
Middle school incorporates 3-4 
field experiences that include 
dendrochronology and tree care 
instruction. 

75-80 classes To request an application or inquire 
about the program, please contact 
City Parks Foundation at  
(212) 360-2745. Space is limited.  
Applicants are accepted on a  
first-come, first-serve basis.

Training Student 
Organizers

Council on the 
Environment of 
New York City

Teaches young people how 
to become environmental 
stewards. 

Training Students Organizers (TSO) teaches young people how to become environmental stewards. Lessons include 
restoration of natural areas, preservation of wildlife habitats, improvements to neighborhood environment etc.

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes in each school  
for one classroom period per week over the  
course of either a semester or year.

High school and junior 
high school students

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes 
in each school for one period 
per week for a semester, half 
semester, or year.

Some 
material 
fees apply. 

When possible, focus on 
underserved/environmentally-
burdened communities.

Numerous; include restoration 
of natural areas, preservation of 
wildlife habitats, improvements to 
neighborhood environment.

Approximately 1300 students  
across 10 schools.

For more information, please contact 
the Council on the Environment by 
calling 212-788-7900.

Young/Junior  
Citizen Pruners

Trees New York Modeled after Trees New 
York’s Citizen Pruner program, 
this program focuses on 
environmental literacy and 
New York City’s Urban Forest. 

The Young Citizen Pruner Program (YCP) encourages urban youth to adopt leadership roles to protect, enhance 
and advocate for their neighborhood’s environmental resources. The program familiarizes students with the urban 
environment while advancing their reading, language and investigative skills. Students examine relevant social and 
environmental issues and are encouraged to use critical thinking and problem solving skills to make responsible decisions. 
Students are introduced to urban forestry issues such as invasive pests, the urban heat island effect, global warming, 
green careers and environmental advocacy. Middle and high school students can obtain Young Citizen Pruner Certification 
issued jointly by Trees New York and the NYC Department of Parks.

Varied: in-school and after-school/summer 
training programs at settlement houses and other 
establishments. 

6-8 and 9-12 4-6 sessions depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree identification and pruning 
techniques are taught outdoors.

Call for information to reserve  
a program.

For more information, please contact  
Trees New York by calling  
212-227-1887 or by sending an  
email to: info@treesny.org.

Schoolyard Tree Planting and Education Programs
On Earth Day 2007, New York City Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg announced the details of PlaNYC 2030 
– a long-term sustainability plan to directly address 
New York City’s growing population and aging 
infrastructure.  During his address, the Mayor described 
urban greening and environmental stewardship as 
centerpieces of his sustainability vision.  Recognizing 
the many benefits trees provide New York City 
residents, neighborhoods and the urban environment, 
PlaNYC established the ambitious goal of planting one 
million new trees throughout the City’s five boroughs 
by 2017.  As a result of this groundbreaking initiative 
– MillionTreesNYC – New York City will expand its 
urban forest by an astounding 20 percent, realizing the 
many environmental, health and economic benefits that 
come with planting trees.

A public-private partnership led by the New York 
City Department of Parks & Recreation and New 
York Restoration Project (NYRP), MillionTreesNYC 
engages community, non-profit, government and 
corporate partners throughout the City to achieve  
the initiative’s tree planting, stewardship and  
education  goals.  

Mayor Bloomberg and NYRP Founder Bette Midler 
officially launched MillionTreesNYC on October 9, 
2007, and it has since successfully planted more than 
170,000 trees citywide.  Through the MillionTreesNYC 
effort, the Parks Department will plant trees along 
city streets, in public parklands and on public rights 
of way; and NYRP and its non-profit and community-
based partner organizations will plant on other 
publicly-accessible land throughout the City, including 
schoolyards, playgrounds and public housing campuses.  

New York City’s public schools will be a central focus 
of MillionTreesNYC, and this brochure shows you how 
to take advantage of its many planting and educational 
program opportunities.  Working in collaboration with 
NYRP’s education and horticulture teams, schools have 
the opportunity to plant trees on their campuses and to 
integrate key environmental learning opportunities into 
their curriculum, including observation-based scientific 
inquiry; natural resource conservation; the benefits 
of the urban forest; and the role of water, energy and 
seasons in natural systems. 

Through MillionTreesNYC, New York City’s public 
schoolyards and playgrounds will be transformed 
into greenscapes – contributing to the City’s larger 
sustainability effort. In addition, educators will be 
provided with unique and engaging programming 
aimed at instilling students with a greater sense of 
respect for our city’s urban forest.

What youth education programs does MillionTreesNYC offer?

     Did you know that  
     New York City trees:	

•	 Slow	global	warming
•	 Remove	pollutants	from	our	air
•	 Improve	the	quality	of	our	water
•	 Lower	summer	air	temperatures
•	 Encourage	more	active,	healthy	living
•	 Reduce	storm	water	runoff,		flooding	and	erosion
•	 Beautify	our	city’s	streets,	parks	&	neighborhoods
•	 Reduce	energy	costs	
•	 Increase	property	values
•	 Attract	customers	to	business	districts



Initiative Program 
Developer

Brief Description Program Description School Requirements Audience # Sessions Fee Geographic Focus Field Component Current  Capacity To Get Involved

PROGRAMS IN “TREES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH” NEIGHBORHOODS (Public schools located in Hunts Point, BX; Morrisania, BX; East New York, BK; East Harlem, MN; Far Rockaway, QN; or Stapleton, SI)
RespecTree New York 

Restoration 
Project

RespecTree includes on-site 
learning sessions that take 
place in schoolyards, gardens 
and city greenspaces. 
Teamwork, critical thinking, 
conservation and stewardship 
are woven throughout this 
environmental science-based 
tree programming. 

Over an entire school year, students will be led by an NYRP educator and partner community-based educators in a series 
of lessons and individual assignments that will empower them to create a greener schoolyard or playground. Students in 
the participating class or after-school group will survey school grounds for greening opportunities, learn the role of trees 
in natural ecosystems and urban communities, participate in campus tree-planting designs, develop an outreach strategy 
to communicate their tree-planting efforts to the school community and engage the student body in tree-planting and 
stewardship activities.  The program includes a watershed walk to learn how trash and pollution degrade ecosystems, as 
well as a field trip to NYRP’s Swindler Cove Park, where students will participate in tree species identification exercises. 
The program culminates in a schoolyard planting day and celebration, and NYRP will provide lessons for long-term tree 
care and maintenance.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can: (1) plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the 
school ground must be available for conversion 
to greenscapes); (2) provide a teacher or key 
contact who is willing and able to commit time to 
integrating the program into a class or afterschool 
program at the 5th grade level.

5th Grade 8 None Schoolyard tree planting. Watershed walk to learn about 
ecosystems, and a visit to Swindler 
Cove Park. Schoolyard tree planting is 
outdoors.

Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org

Talkin’ Trees New York 
Restoration 
Project and
Children for 
Children

School-wide assembly 
to engage schools in the 
MillionTreesNYC initiative and 
provide students and their 
families with action steps on 
how to get involved. 

Talkin’ Trees provides an opportunity to educate an entire student body about the importance of urban trees and tree 
stewardship without committing to year-round classroom learning. NYRP will conduct a student assembly, including an 
introduction to the MillionTreesNYC initiative, a review of New York City’s ecosystem and the social benefits of the City’s 
urban forest, a tree stewardship review, and action steps for how the school, students, and their families can get involved 
in MillionTreesNYC. NYRP staff will return to the school for a tree planting day, during which students will develop a long-
term stewardship plan.

Appropriate for schools in TPH neighborhoods 
that can plant ten or more  trees on school 
property as part of the MillionTreesNYC initiative 
(concrete, asphalt or unpaved areas of the school 
ground must be available for conversion to 
greenscapes).

K-12 2 None Schoolyard tree planting. Schoolyard tree planting is outdoors. Priority given to schools in the TPH 
neighborhoods.

For more information, contact  
NYRP by calling 212-333-2552 
or by sending an email to:
owashington@nyrp.org 

CITYWIDE PROGRAMS
15 for Trees New York 

Restoration 
Project

15-minute downloadable 
lessons for teachers who wish 
to incorporate arbor-related 
education into their classroom.

15 for Trees is a series of downloadable 15-minute lessons for teachers of grades K-8 who cannot devote an entire class 
session to arbor-related education. There are two grade-adjusted lesson tracks; one for grades K-3 and another for grades 
4-8.  The lessons are developed around New York State curricular standards, and each lesson indicates which criteria it will 
meet. 15 for Trees is a quick and easy way to include hands-on, inquiry-based activities that get students thinking about 
trees, the environment, their communities and stewardship. Got 15 minutes? Then you’ve got time to teach a quick lesson 
from the following subjects:  Trees and the Earth, Trees and New York City, Trees and Neighborhoods, or Trees and Me. 

Appropriate for all schools and K-8 grade levels K-8 N/A None N/A None N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

Make Every Day 
an Arbor Day

New York 
Restoration 
Project

How-to workbook that helps 
teachers incorporate arbor-
related education into their 
classroom.

Make Every Day an Arbor Day is a how-to workbook for any teacher who is committed to incorporating the concepts of 
tree planting and stewardship into their classroom. The workbook includes applied teaching concepts for lessons in math, 
environmental science, resource conservation and stewardship, and other arbor-related subjects. In addition, the activity 
guide provides detailed instructions for leading student groups in campus tree planting.

While Make Every Day an Arbor Day can be used 
in any educational setting, schools will ideally be 
involved in planting at least one tree so teachers 
can link the workbook’s lesson plans to on-site 
planting. 

Exercises are tailored for 
elementary and junior 
high school class groups.

N/A None Any schoolyard. Outdoor tree planting is encouraged. N/A Lesson plans will be available for 
browsing and downloading at the 
MillionTreesNYC website:  
www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/
resources/toolkit.shtml.

GreenApple Corps 
School Programs

GreenApple Corps In class and outdoor hands-on 
service learning about trees.

GreenApple Corps members work with schools to provide environmental education to children in grades K-5 in 
communities that do not have immediate access to parks or natural areas. Topics include: botany, forest ecology, native 
and invasive/exotic vegetation, recycling, composting, trees and ornithology. Students participating in GreenApple 
partnership schools learn through indoor activities and lessons as well as outdoor, hands–on service learning projects.

Appropriate for schools in areas with limited park 
amenities and open space; K-5 grade levels.

Mostly work with grades 
K-5. Can work with high 
schools and volunteer 
groups upon request. 

3 indoor and 3 outdoor sessions. None Focus on schools in  TPH 
neighborhoods, but not exclusively. 
Currently in MN, BX, & BK; possible 
to schedule in SI & QNS. 

Cleaning, aerating, mulching and 
watering street and park trees takes 
place in outdoor sessions.

At least 3 schools in MN, BX, & BK; 
possibly more in near future. 

For more information, please contact 
the GreenApple Corps by calling  
212-360-3318 or by sending an email 
to: GreenApple@parks.nyc.gov.

Natural Classroom Urban Park 
Pangers

Interactive, park (or field)-
based program focusing on 
the importance of trees in 
urban areas. 
 

This series of hands-on programs helps students meet Department of Education performance standards and is available 
through any of New York City’s nature centers, which are staffed by Urban Park Rangers. TreesNYC: Something Big is Taking 
Root brings attention to trees, their importance, and challenges they face. Ten distinct programs are available for students 
in grades K-8 and can be customized to meet educational requirements for other age groups. When you sign up, you will 
receive a colorful, information-packed handbook with classroom activities to use before and after your students’ nature 
center visit. During winter months, Park Rangers can visit your classroom for special lesson plans. 

All programs are subject to a $100.00 materials 
fee; groups can be as large as 30 students and 
must include a group leader and at least one 
additional adult chaperone.  Students should 
come prepared to take a walk and be dressed 
appropriately for the weather. When scheduling a 
program, ask if there are additional guidelines. 

K-8 1 park or field-based program 
in addition to pre and post visit 
activities for the classroom.

$100 
materials 
fee

Urban Areas (park forests, 
ornamental, street trees).

1 park or field-based program; varies 
by  the season.

5 per week (average)/30 kids  
per program

Natural Classroom education 
programs must be scheduled in 
advance; for more information,  
please contact the Urban Park 
Rangers by calling 212-360-2774. 

Schools and Trees Trees New York Interactive environmental 
literacy program for grades 
K-12.  Special tree planting 
program for schools.

As part of the Trees New York (TNY) Schools & Trees Program, a TNY representative will visit your school to assess your tree 
planting site and suggest the species of tree(s) that would work best at your site, and also visit a designated classroom 
to talk about the beneficial role trees play in our urban and natural environment.  This program provides planting site 
preparation, soil amendments and mulch, and an explanation of proper tree care. TNY will provide planting tools and 
supervise the planting event, provide grade-appropriate educational materials for your students, and will be available to 
answer any questions about trees and tree maintenance.

Appropriate for schools with campus grounds 
available for tree planting.

K-12 Sessions vary depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree planting is outdoors. N/A For more information, please contact 
Trees New York by calling 
212-227-1887 or by sending an email 
to: info@treesny.org.

Seeds to Trees City Parks 
Foundation

School-and field-based 
program for public schools 
that is aligned with NYC 
mandated standards.

Seeds to Trees incorporates sequential in-class sessions, field experiences led by experienced educators, as well as training 
and on-site support for teachers to teach dynamic science lessons--introducing them to the resources available in parks.  
Lessons are aligned with the Department of Education’s scope and sequence.  This innovative science curricula introduces 
the concepts of urban ecology, trees, forest ecosystems, stewardship and preservation.  Seeds to Trees includes a full day 
teacher workshop, in-classroom visits, field experience (s), transportation to forests and other natural areas, educational 
materials, and technical assistance throughout the school year. 

Serves Title I schools;  appropriate for all  
school settings.

1 - 4 and 6-7 Elementary:  5; Middle:  9; One 
teacher workshop per cohort.

Negotiable 
materials 
fee.

Priority is given to low-income, 
under-resourced neighborhoods, 
including TPH neighborhoods, 
but not exclusively.

Elementary school field experience 
includes planting seedlings, forest 
exploration, and other activities.   
Middle school incorporates 3-4 
field experiences that include 
dendrochronology and tree care 
instruction. 

75-80 classes To request an application or inquire 
about the program, please contact 
City Parks Foundation at  
(212) 360-2745. Space is limited.  
Applicants are accepted on a  
first-come, first-serve basis.

Training Student 
Organizers

Council on the 
Environment of 
New York City

Teaches young people how 
to become environmental 
stewards. 

Training Students Organizers (TSO) teaches young people how to become environmental stewards. Lessons include 
restoration of natural areas, preservation of wildlife habitats, improvements to neighborhood environment etc.

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes in each school  
for one classroom period per week over the  
course of either a semester or year.

High school and junior 
high school students

TSO staff work with 2 to 4 classes 
in each school for one period 
per week for a semester, half 
semester, or year.

Some 
material 
fees apply. 

When possible, focus on 
underserved/environmentally-
burdened communities.

Numerous; include restoration 
of natural areas, preservation of 
wildlife habitats, improvements to 
neighborhood environment.

Approximately 1300 students  
across 10 schools.

For more information, please contact 
the Council on the Environment by 
calling 212-788-7900.

Young/Junior  
Citizen Pruners

Trees New York Modeled after Trees New 
York’s Citizen Pruner program, 
this program focuses on 
environmental literacy and 
New York City’s Urban Forest. 

The Young Citizen Pruner Program (YCP) encourages urban youth to adopt leadership roles to protect, enhance 
and advocate for their neighborhood’s environmental resources. The program familiarizes students with the urban 
environment while advancing their reading, language and investigative skills. Students examine relevant social and 
environmental issues and are encouraged to use critical thinking and problem solving skills to make responsible decisions. 
Students are introduced to urban forestry issues such as invasive pests, the urban heat island effect, global warming, 
green careers and environmental advocacy. Middle and high school students can obtain Young Citizen Pruner Certification 
issued jointly by Trees New York and the NYC Department of Parks.

Varied: in-school and after-school/summer 
training programs at settlement houses and other 
establishments. 

6-8 and 9-12 4-6 sessions depending on time 
constraints for the classroom.

None All five boroughs. Tree identification and pruning 
techniques are taught outdoors.

Call for information to reserve  
a program.

For more information, please contact  
Trees New York by calling  
212-227-1887 or by sending an  
email to: info@treesny.org.

Schoolyard Tree Planting and Education Programs
On Earth Day 2007, New York City Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg announced the details of PlaNYC 2030 
– a long-term sustainability plan to directly address 
New York City’s growing population and aging 
infrastructure.  During his address, the Mayor described 
urban greening and environmental stewardship as 
centerpieces of his sustainability vision.  Recognizing 
the many benefits trees provide New York City 
residents, neighborhoods and the urban environment, 
PlaNYC established the ambitious goal of planting one 
million new trees throughout the City’s five boroughs 
by 2017.  As a result of this groundbreaking initiative 
– MillionTreesNYC – New York City will expand its 
urban forest by an astounding 20 percent, realizing the 
many environmental, health and economic benefits that 
come with planting trees.

A public-private partnership led by the New York 
City Department of Parks & Recreation and New 
York Restoration Project (NYRP), MillionTreesNYC 
engages community, non-profit, government and 
corporate partners throughout the City to achieve  
the initiative’s tree planting, stewardship and  
education  goals.  

Mayor Bloomberg and NYRP Founder Bette Midler 
officially launched MillionTreesNYC on October 9, 
2007, and it has since successfully planted more than 
170,000 trees citywide.  Through the MillionTreesNYC 
effort, the Parks Department will plant trees along 
city streets, in public parklands and on public rights 
of way; and NYRP and its non-profit and community-
based partner organizations will plant on other 
publicly-accessible land throughout the City, including 
schoolyards, playgrounds and public housing campuses.  

New York City’s public schools will be a central focus 
of MillionTreesNYC, and this brochure shows you how 
to take advantage of its many planting and educational 
program opportunities.  Working in collaboration with 
NYRP’s education and horticulture teams, schools have 
the opportunity to plant trees on their campuses and to 
integrate key environmental learning opportunities into 
their curriculum, including observation-based scientific 
inquiry; natural resource conservation; the benefits 
of the urban forest; and the role of water, energy and 
seasons in natural systems. 

Through MillionTreesNYC, New York City’s public 
schoolyards and playgrounds will be transformed 
into greenscapes – contributing to the City’s larger 
sustainability effort. In addition, educators will be 
provided with unique and engaging programming 
aimed at instilling students with a greater sense of 
respect for our city’s urban forest.

What youth education programs does MillionTreesNYC offer?

     Did you know that  
     New York City trees:	

•	 Slow	global	warming
•	 Remove	pollutants	from	our	air
•	 Improve	the	quality	of	our	water
•	 Lower	summer	air	temperatures
•	 Encourage	more	active,	healthy	living
•	 Reduce	storm	water	runoff,		flooding	and	erosion
•	 Beautify	our	city’s	streets,	parks	&	neighborhoods
•	 Reduce	energy	costs	
•	 Increase	property	values
•	 Attract	customers	to	business	districts



How can I use MillionTreesNYC curricula to meet NYC  
Department of Education Science Requirements?

For more information about schoolyard tree planting and 
MillionTreesNYC education programs contact:

New York Restoration Project
254 West 31st Street 10th Floor 

New York, NY  10001
212.333.2552
www.nyrp.org

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation  
830 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY  10021
212.360.1380

www.nycgovparks.org 

For general questions about trees or parks, please call 311.

For more information about 
MillionTreesNYC, please visit  
the program website at: 
www.milliontreesnyc.org.
The MillionTreesNYC website 
provides links to key program 
information, including citywide 
planting strategies, how to get 
involved in the initiative and  
tree-planting and care tips.  

Also, check out the 
MillionTreesNYC educator  
toolkit at www.milliontreesnyc.org/
html/resources/toolkit.shtml.

If you have specific questions 
that are not addressed by the 
MillionTreesNYC website, 
please email us at:  
info@milliontreesnyc.org

How can I get more information about the MillionTreesNYC initiative?

K	-	8	Scope	and	Sequence	Curriculum	Units	Appropriate	for	
MillionTreesNYC	Education	Program	Integration

GRADE UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4

K Y Y
1 Y
2 Y
3 Y Y

4 Y Y Y
5 Y
6 Y Y
7 Y
8 Y

Y
Please	visit	the	web-based	science	scope	and	sequence	document	to	be	linked	to	age-	and	subject-
appropriate	MillionTreesNYC	education	programs.

Please	review	the	enclosed	education	program	chart	to	determine	how	you	can	incorporate	
MillionTreesNYC	into	your	learning	goals.

.

Dear Educator:

MillionTreesNYC is an exciting initiative to plant and care for one million  
new trees across New York City’s five boroughs by 2017. Thanks to the 
participation of New Yorkers from all walks of life, our first year was a huge 
success, and we are well on our way to meeting our one million tree goal.  
As the campaign continues in its second year, we encourage you and our city’s 
public schoolchildren to get involved by participating in a series of programs that  
will not only enrich your curriculum, but also teach your students the value  
of caring for the environment and promote community service.

From hands-on learning exercises to engaging after-school activities, 
MillionTreesNYC offers a wide variety of options to meet almost every school 
or classroom need. All our programs provide students with a better 
understanding of how trees interact with our urban environment; how our  
urban forest provides us with cleaner air, a cooler city and a thriving wildlife;  
and how trees can make a real difference in creating a more sustainable city.

By introducing this groundbreaking initiative into your school, you can help  
make MillionTreesNYC a reality for young New Yorkers and their families —  
and help us build a greener, greater future for our city. Please join us today!

Sincerely,

Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor
City of New York 

Joel I. Klein, Chancellor
NYC Department of Education

Bette Midler, Founder
New York Restoration Project

Adrian Benepe, Commissioner
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation




